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Description automatically generated with low confidence]I have always been interested in studying biodiversity, the anthropogenic stressors disturbing it and how to mitigate them. The last few years my research has focussed on studying phenology and how fine spatiotemporal scale climate change drivers affect phenological events, with a particular focus on synchrony between interlinked species. Phenological synchrony is vital to maintain the trophic network as well as ecosystem functions and structure.
Corals have always fascinated me, they are a diverse group of animals and the ecosystem engineers of coral reefs. Despite corals playing a crucial role in maintaining coral reef ecosystems and providing many services (i.e., food, coastal protection, tourism) there are still many things to find out about them. Synchrony is particularly important for coral reproduction, given that many species and populations rely on mass broadcast spawning events that can occur once a year during a short period of time. 

Research Questions
In my Ph.D. research project, I am investigating the environmental cues that influence reproductive phenology and synchrony of scleractinian corals. My research also focusses on the use of different spatiotemporal scale climate change drivers to determine possible reproductive asynchronies in coral reefs of several ecoregions. In order to address these research questions my project involves the use of different approaches such as ecological modelling, manipulative aquarium experiments and field work. This is a multidisciplinary project within the marine ecology field binding with phenology, biostatistics, reef ecology, climate change and ecological modelling. 
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